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such a conflict of Ideas and parties reform
could   be   hardly   attempted,   nor   was   It
likely to succeed.    Leo XII. was not opposed
to the Charter  in  France nor unwilling to
recognize   that  the   world  had  entered  on
fresh   paths.    He   said   to   the   remarkable
man whom, we have quoted above, and whose
memoirs give a lively picture of the times,
*' The   Catholic   Church   has    prospered   in
the midst of republics as in the bosom of
monarchies;   it has made immense progress
in  the  United  States;    it  reigns   alone  in
Spanish   America/5    Consalvi   had   advised
Leo to treat directly with insurgent peoples '
across   the   Atlantic,    disregarding   Spain's
pretensions, and the Holy See did so, following
its rule of setting religious  interests  before
old alliances.    But Chateaubriand held that
the Papal Government needed young blood,
and instruments not yet created.    Cardinals
born previous to 1789 were by temper and
experience  strengthened in their  resistance
to  ideas  that  had  been  bathed  in  blood.
Moreover,  Rome  could   not   boast   of   the
resources that were necessary to carry through
an  extensive programme.    It was  clear to
observers   that   events   in   the   great  world
outside would determine the future of the
Holy See.